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SEMINAR AND COCKTAIL COMPETITION

For over 25 years, thousands of top bartenders from around the world have participated
in the annual Marie Brizard International Bartender Seminar and Cocktail Competition
in Bordeaux, France — home of Marie Brizard. During this five-day event, national
champions tour the beautiful region of Bordeaux, have a rare visit to Marie Brizard
Distillery and compete on the top international level. It is one of the most rewarding

lifetime experiences for the world’s bar professionals.

THE USA COMPETITION

The USA competitions will take place in San Francisco on October 27 and in New York
City on November 7th. At the regional final events, challengers will exhibit three Marie
Brizard cocktails: 1) a short drink served straight up in a martini glass, 2) a tall drink and
3) a concoction with an assigned Marie Brizard flavor. Challengers will be judged based
on the International Bartenders Association (IBA) based rules and regulations by a

panel of selected judges, led by the head judge, Chester Brandes, President and CEO of

Imperial Brands, Inc., importer of Marie Brizard.

From September to October, consumers have the opportunity to visit the challengers’

venues to try their submissions and cast their vote online at

http://www.cocktailtimes.com/mariebrizard. The winner of the online vote will
receive a special Hospitality Award, an original Marie Brizard professional bartender kit

from Bordeaux.

KEY DATES:

Sept - Oct: Online voting (You'll be the judge!)

Oct 27: San Francisco Regional Final

Nov 7: New York City Regional Final

Dec6-9: The 26th Marie Brizard International Bartender Seminar and

Competition in Bordeaux, France

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

New York City
November 7
Madison Square Garden

AWARDS:

USA Champions (2)

Two USA Champions will be
selected from the regional finals in
San Francisco and New York City
and win a trip to Bordeaux, France
in December to attend the 26th
Marie Brizard International
Bartending Seminar and Compe-
tition.

Second Place (2)

Two second place winners from
each city will be awarded with a
trophy, a certificate, as well as the
title of 2009 USA Marie Brizard
Ambassador.

Hospitality Award (2)

The special Hospitality Award
goes to the contestants (one from
each city), who receive the most
votes online from September to
October. Hospitality Award
winners will receive a Marie
Brizard original bartender kit, as
well as the title of 2009 USA
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